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Local freight network 

Context 
Bristol is the largest urban area in the south 
west region of the UK with a population of 
some 400,000 people. Bristol acts as a 
regional centre for industry, commerce, 
education and culture and has a long 
established history as an important centre for 
trade. The city also serves as a major transport 
hub providing a gateway to the south west. 

Objectives 
Bristol’s local freight network was established 
in 2003 in the form of a Freight Quality 
Partnership (FQP). The aim of the network is 
to promote and facilitate the efficient, 
economic, safe and sustainable distribution of 
freight in Bristol and the surrounding area.  

Description of the action 
The FQP was developed in order to address a 
range of freight issues and to work towards 
achieving the aspirations of local transport 
policy, which seeks to balance sustainable 
transport with economic vitality. It was 
therefore recognised that it would be beneficial 
to have a mechanism that allowed enhanced 
understanding between Local Authorities and 
the freight sector. Helping to stimulate best 
practice through the exchange of knowledge 
and experience and increasing efficiency 
through working together rather than in 
isolation. Bristol’s freight network now involves 
some 20 organisations including 4 
neighbouring local authorities, a range of 
interest groups and hauliers and retailers.  
 
Over the Life of the START project the FQP 
has evolved into a sub-regional partnership, 
rather than just for Bristol City Council. This 
mirrors overall transport planning which is 
undertaken on a joint basis by the 4 Authorities 
of the West of England Partnership looking at 
issues across the whole Greater Bristol Area. 
These links between the FQP and wider policy 
areas have been strengthened, and members 
invited to the Annual Local Transport Forum 
and to a UK government Highways Agency 
open day. 

 

 

Further planning and expected 
results 
Proposals have been developed from a review 
conducted of the local road hierarchy and 
feedback on these from the FQP will be key. 
Work on the next five year Transport Plan for 
the sub-region will commence shortly and the 
FQP will provide an important Stakeholder 
Group in helping to shape the development of 
this Plan.  

Local partners 
�� Bristol City Council 
�� Bath and North East Somerset Council 
�� North Somerset Council  
�� South Gloucestershire Council 
�� Government Office South West 
�� DHL Exel 
�� Framptons Transport Services Ltd 
�� Palletline Logistics 
�� CEMEX  
�� Freightliner Ltd 
�� Royal Mail 
�� Freight Transport Association 
�� Road Haulage Association 
�� Business West 
�� Broadmead Board 
�� Avon and Somerset Police 
�� Bristol Port Authority 
�� Bristol International Airport 
�� Highways Agency 
�� West of England Partnership 

Contact 
For more information about START in Bristol: 
ed.minihane@bristol.gov.uk 
i.foster@dhl.com 
 
For more information about START in Europe:  
Hakan.Perslow@trafikkontoret.goteborg.se 


